
  

 

March 2023 
Newsletter 

Chapter P Gathering Information 
 

Our gatherings are on the 2nd Saturday of every month. 
We meet at The Flight Deck Restaurant, 
109-A Old Chapin Road, Lexington, SC. 

 

March 11, 2023 
 

From I-20, take Exit 58 towards Lexington. 
The restaurant is just past the intersection of Hwy 1 

and Columbia Ave. on the left. 

Lunch at 11:00 a.m. and Meet at 11:45 a.m. 

Chapter P Officers 
 

Directors 
John and Cindy Wood 

 
    Assistant Directors 

Bob & Donna Baum 
 

Treasurer  
Jean Kitco 

 
Ride & Safety Coordinator 

Rich Kitko 
 

  Support Team 
 

Sunshine Team 
Linda & Rick Ventresco 

 
Webmaster 
Bob Baum 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Kay Rickey 
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CHAPTER DIRECTORS          
JOHN & CINDY WOOD  

Although the Groundhog predicted 6 more weeks of winter I must say there 
were a bunch of springlike days in February, but it seemed as though the rain 
and wintry weather was always on the weekends.  As we enter March, Spring 
and the time change are just around the corner.  We hope to get out and enjoy 
the weather, together.  A true sign of spring coming is Daytona Bike Week, the 
Florida District Rally, coupled with events in the works for Chapter P.   
       I encourage everyone to check out the new EWMA District Website at 
EWMA-SC District to view the calendar of upcoming events for all Chapters 
and of course keep an eye on your email for Chapter get togethers.  There are 
a few members heading to Daytona for Bike Week, March 6-9, we’ll be staying 

at the Endless Summer Campground. Our March Gathering will return to the Flight Deck on March 
11th, but we’ll be changing things up for the following three months as we test having our Gather-
ings during the week, but we’ll still be at the Flight Deck. If you have any recommendations for any 
events, Gathering, Dinner Ride, Retiree Rides, or weekend Chapter Rides please get with me.  
We’re getting into the riding season, so let’s get them planned.  The Town of Lexington will be cel-
ebrating it’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 11th also at 2 pm.  We’ve participated in 
this before, lots of fun.  I haven’t signed the Chapter up, but I have a few days let if anyone is inter-
ested, or we can just watch it. Just a reminder, daylight savings time is March 12th.  We’ll plan to 
participate in the District Ride-In on March 25th hosted by Chapter S, Newberry.  Our month to 
host will be in September.   
If you’re interested in patches, shirts, hats, etc.  go online to mysticalmoment.biz to shop.  

We goth together for a Retiree Ride to the Star 
Fort in Nintey-Six SC on February 9th.  Had a 
good group on a cool overcast morning as we 
headed west toward Saluda then onto the Na-
tional Historic site.  The Park Rangers we happy 
to see the group and provided information along 
with a video of the Revolutionary War Battle.  We 
headed to a local place for lunch, “The Cheese      

burger House, enough said.  Bet you can guess what Rudy had for lunch. Good Ride 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chapter held it’s Annual Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, February 11th at Wayne & Carolyn’s 
Place.  We had a great crowd that came out and enjoyed some excellent Chili with all the fixings.  
We’d like to Congratulate Karran Robbins on her Award Winning Chili, and being the first winner 
under the new EWMA banner.  We’d also like to Welcome David and Karran back home from their 
travels over the past few years.  I’d also like to Thanks Wayne & Carolyn and Mary Coral for the 
place and trophy, along with everyone who came out to make this event a success!  
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The Chapter Celebrated Valentine’s Day with our Dinner Ride on February 14th at Murray’s Res-
taurant.  We had a great crowd out to spend time with friends and have a good dinner with their 
Sweeties.  The dinners are social events that give our Members, who still ride and those who don’t 
a chance to get together.  Come on out and enjoy dinner, and spend time with friends. T 
hanks Donna Baum for setting up the events. 

Congratulations to our Chapter P Members, 
John & Sheila Wilkes for winning a free 
cruise while on this years Wingers n Waves 
Cruise.  Pictured with Anita Alkire, Eagle 
Wings CEO & Bruce Beeman, EWMA Presi-
dent ,  Sheila also did well in Bingo sharing 
the grand prize cash.  Maybe Sheila needs 
to buy a lottery ticket too! 

As I mentioned earlier, the weather in February has been a little fickle, but with a great riding day pre-
dicted it was appropriate to set up a short notice Retiree Ride to Redcliffe Plantation in Beech Island, 
SC.  I don’t think it could have been nicer for a winter day, you can tell by the short sleeve shirts.  We 
arrived and we’re met by the Ranger who explained a little about the site and informed us there was a 
school tour coming so we couldn’t tour the inside of the plantation, but we were welcome to walk the 
grounds, which most took advantage of.  We received our State Park Book with stamp before heading 
to Blackville for lunch at a familiar spot, Miller’s Bread Basket.  There is nothing better than a good ride, 
good food, with good friends and getting some great “Wind Therapy”  It’s nice to have Rudy out riding 
again, and let’s give Ed Abston a shout out for his Birthday coming up.  Thanks to all who participated.  
Keep and eye out for more short notice rides. 
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The District Ride-In to the C. Grier Beam Truck Museum in Cherryville, NC was hosted by Chapter K, from 
Spartanburg.  The weather left a little bit to be desired, it is still winter as we had four Chapter P Members, 
two bikes and a car head toward the event.  With a brief stop in Union, the rain had stopped but the temps 
hovered around 52 degrees.  Arriving at the Museum we were greeted by the enthusiastic staff who would 
provide the group a tour of the Museum.  Mr. Beam started his trucking company in 1932, and the Museum 
was founded in 1982, Celebrating 50 Years of Carolina Freight trucking and it’s listed on the National Register 
of Historical Places.  After the tour, the group headed to the Small Town Kitchen for lunch before dispersing 
to head back home.  Congrats to Suzette Wood and John Higgins on their 50-25-25 win and Thanks to Kevin 
and Mary Brown, Chapter K for setting up the event.  We also had a few of our Legion Rider Members out 

riding for their “Legacy Ride”.  Our final Chapter Dinner on 
Tuesday, February 28th was at the Old Mill Brew Pub. 
If you have ideas on a Chapter Patch and Banner please 
submit your design/idea to me.   
 
Until Next Time….John & Cindy 

From June 1-3, 2023, the Furman University “Younts Center” in 
Travelers Rest, SC will be the home of the TR Ranch.    The South 
Carolina District Team invites YOU to come and join us for what is 
bound to be one of the best Rallies you’ve attended!   Bring your fa-
vorite Steel-Steed with you, whether it’s 2, 3, 4 or more 
wheels.   There simply are no “bad rides” from the TR Ranch- and 
we will have several excellent guided rides ranging from a scenic 
ride to Cowpen’s Battle Field, to a mountains, hills and curves ride 
along some of the Moonshiner and Sidewinder! 
Lodging is available through two local campgrounds, the Best West-
ern in Travelers Rest (fixed rate of $99 per night WITH BREAK-
FAST), and on-campus lodging in Campus Apartments for the in-
credible price as low as $38 per night! See Rally Flyer for details! 

If you haven’t signed up for the District Rally, June 1-3 in Travelers Rest, Please get signed up in ad-
vance, trust me, vendors look at the numbers. I’d also like to put a push on the Grand Prize tickets with 
the winner getting $1000 and you don’t have to be present to win, with the purchase of tickets, 11 tickets 
for $10, you could also win up to $2500 at the Rally with K&D Cycles sponsoring five $500 drawings with 
the same Grand Prize tickets, but you must be present to win.  Please help out by purchasing tickets.  
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Assistant Directors & Webmaster 
Bob and Donna Baum 
 

 
Last month Donna and I were fortunate to be able to take a family vacation with 
my parents and siblings.  This was the first time since we all lived at home that we 
were able to spend this much time together.  It started when my mother had made 
mention that she would like to go on a cruise while they still can since they’re both 
in their 80’s.  Well, that’s all it took for my sisters to put a plan in motion.  The next 
thing you know, we’re in Miami getting on a ship.   
It was a great week.  The weather was gorgeous and the seas on our side.  We 
visited Labadee Haiti, San Juan Puerto Rico, St. Thomas and Coco Cay.  It was 
great spending time with my brother and sisters.  I’m sure we gave my parents 
some interesting stories to tell their friends.   
Speaking of cruising, this year’s Wingers-N-Waves cruise set sail on February 4th.  

Congratulations to first time cruisers John and Sheila Wilkes.  They had big time winning at bingo and 
then the grand prize of a free cruise!  We’re looking forward to sailing with you next year.  (You’re buying 
the first round!) By the way, if you have any interest in next year’s cruise, just let me know and I can get 
you the information or you can go to wingersnwaves.com 
Coming up in March, our Gathering is on the 11th followed by our dinner ride to Grecian Gardens 14th 
and PK BBQ on the 28th.  On the 25th, Chapter S will be hosting the Ride In for the month.  More details 
to follow.  Hopefully the weather will cooperate, and we can get some rides in.   
As always, don’t forget the Tour of Honor.  Check it out at tourofhonor.com 
Donna is always looking for suggestions for Tuesday dinners.  If you have someplace in mind, please let 
us know. 
Until next time, Fins Up! ………../)………… 
Bob and Donna 

Upcoming Rallies 

March 16-18, 2023 - EWMA FL District Rally “Gathering of Friends for FUN”, Altamonte 
Springs, FL  
 
April 20-22, 2023 EWMA LA District Rally Mardi-Gras “Laissez les Bon Temps Rouler!”, 
Morgan City, LA  

April 27-29, 2023 EWMA TN District Spring Fling “Pirates of Tennessee” in Johnson City, 
TN  

June 01-03, 2023 EWMA SC District Rally “Happy Trails Begin at the TR 
Ranch”, Travelers Rest, SC  

September 15-16, 2023 EWMA GA Fall Mountain Ride & Camp Reunion “Guided Mountain 
Rides & Eating” in Dillard, GA  

September 28-30, 2023 EWMA AL District Rally “Western Roundup - Boots & Hats” in 
Eufaula, AL  

October 26-28, 2023 EWMA MS District Rally “MS Eagle’s 1st” in Biloxi, MS  
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Ride & Safety Coordinator 
Rich Kitko 

Riding with Trikes 
The other day while doing our safety briefing before a chapter group ride the 
subject of “where should the trikes be positioned” came up. Some say to have 
trikes in front, some toward back and some in the middle. 
There doesn’t seem to be any established rules about positioning. It all depends 
on the group that you may be riding with. 
What I did; was ask the trike riders if they had a preference on which position 
they liked and no one had a preference. So we decided to let the riders them-
selves decide which position to occupy. As long as everyone feels safe and has 
a good time the ride is a success. 

 

Richard Kitko 
SC Safety/Ride Coordinator  

 

 

 

A History Ride 

Richard Kitko 
Ride & Safety Coordinator 

This ride started as a result of a post I saw on Face Book about a history festival 
in Lake City, SC called ‘The American Heritage Festival’. I had been to this ven-
ue before but that was before COVID. I figured it was time to visit again. 
The thermometer showed 32 degrees on Saturday morning as I left the garage 
headed toward Lake City. The electrics were cranked up keeping me warm on 
the ride there. Pulling into the large farm there was a parking spot for me along 
the entrance road. After purchasing a ticket and a hot cup of coffee it was time 
to look around. 

This festival is comprised of Revolutionary War and World War I and II reenac-
tors. The first field contained the British encamp-
ment. Here I listened to General Charles Cornwallis 
tell stories. A short walk through the woods led to 
the Patriot encampment where they were doing rifle 
drills. You were able to walk among the camp and 
talk to reenactors and listen to stories and presenta-
tions about the Revolutionary War and some of the 
battles in South Carolina. 
The next field was where the skirmishes were held. 
While there, they had a WW II skirmish between 
American and German troops. The Allies were out-

numbered this time! The Revolutionary War skirmish was later in the af-
ternoon, but I didn’t stick around for it. 
    The last field had the World War reenactors and they the largest num-
ber of displays, both American and German. There was a weapons demonstration of the guns and 
ammo used in WW II, a couple machine gun nests set up, a fighter plane flyover and much more. 
    As it was getting late, I didn’t stick around for the Revolutionary War reenactment but headed out 
and took some deserted back roads home. All in all, a nice day to be out. 
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Please monitor your email as 
things may change.  Also 
when able additional activities 
and rides are planned through 
out the month.  You don’t 
want to miss out on a ride (2, 
3, or 4 wheels welcome!!) 

Dates to Remember…….. 

 
 
 
 

Arrive for dinner between 6 to 630 pm. (start ordering at 6).   
That way the restaurant will be ready for us. 

 
Tuesday March 14– Grecian Gardens 2312 Sunset Blvd West Columbia  803-794-
7552 
 
 
Tuesday,  March 28- PK BBQ 141 East Main Street Lexington  803-429-9513 
 

 
Thanks Donna, Great Picks! If any suggestions for a place the group can eat on 

weekday evenings please let Donna Baum know.   

Dinner Rides 

John & Cindy Wood 22 

Elvin& Mary Ventresco  25 

Mike & Mary Coral  26 

Kay Rickey 9 

Bob Baum 19 

Audy Wright 20 

Bill Rickey 20 

Jeannie Abston  21 

David Robbins 26 

William Jackson 30 

March is Women’s History Month                                 
March 2-11 Daytona Bike Week 
March 6-9 Ride/Camping to Daytona, Fla 
March 11 –Chapter Gathering-Flight Deck 
March 11 –Lexington Shamrock Parade- 2 pm 
March 12 –Daylight Savings Time 
March 14– Chapter Dinner TBD 
March 17 –St Patrick’s Day 
March 16-18 –Florida District Rally 
March 20 –First Day of Spring 
March 23—Retiree Ride TBD 
March 25– District Ride-In/Chapter S 
March 28 –Chapter Dinner 
 
April 1 –TOH Sites available 
April 9 –Easter Sunday 
April 15 –District Picnic/Lee State Park 
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District Event Coordinators 
Jean Kitko 
Nletmagnolia@yahoo.com 
843-222-9606 
Susan Kruse 
susanmessich@hotmail.com 
864-380-5069 
 
Motorist Awareness Program Coordinators 
Paul & Suzette Wood,  
ewma.scc.map@gmail.com 
585-409-1064 (Paul) 
585-356-0929 (Suzette) 
 
HIS Coordinator 
Don Weed 
scmedicfa@gmail.com 
864-304-1291 
 
District Special Projects Coordinators 
Mike & Carla Ammons 
mike_am@att.net 
803-944-1141 
 
District Ambassadors 
Buddy & Kim Summer,  
buddykimsum@gmail.com 
803-924-2851 

South Carolina District Officers 

District Directors 
Don & Rhonda Weed 
sc.ewma@gmail.com 
864-304-1291 (Don) 
864-304-1292 (Rhonda) 
 
Asst. District Directors 
Jon & Donna Horning 
jjhorning63@yahoo.com 
803-924-5095 
 
Assistant 
Mike Melon 
melting@homesc.com 
843-847-1444 
 
District Treasurer 
Mary Coral 
marycoral@aol.com 
803-261-0109 
 
District Ride  & Safety Coordinator– East 
Rich Kitko 
Capn_rich_1@yahoo.com 
843-240-3392 
 
District Ride  & Safety Coordinator– West 
Jimmy Kruse 
kruse199@hotmail.com 
864-561-8939 

Chapters in South Carolina  
 

Chapter SC-A Anderson Karen Higgins 
 karen12ewma@gmail.com  
 
Chapter SC-C Charleston Kevin & Becky Thornton  
ktscouter@comcast.net  
 
Chapter SC-F Easley Renee & Eugene Dent 
rdent12345@gmail.com  
 
Chapter SC-G Greenville Paul & Suzette Wood 
SCG.eaglewings@gmail.com  
 
Chapter SC-H Rock Hill Bill & Joy Hurin  
williamhurin@aol.com  
 
Chapter SC-J Myrtle Beach Melissa Timbs  
melscandle2@aol.com  
 
Chapter SC-K Spartanburg Kevin & Mary Brown  
864-680-3468  
 
Chapter SC-P Lexington John & Cindy Wood Chapter-
SCP@gmail.com  
 
Chapter SC-S Newberry/Saluda Jon & Donna Horning  
jjhorning63@yahoo.com  
 

EWMA National Team  
Founders of EWMA Anita & JR Alkire Bruce & 

Barb Beeman  
 
CEO Anita Alkire  
ewma.ceo@gmail.com  
 
President Bruce Beeman 
brucebeeman01@gmail.com  
Senior VP Bob and Nan Shrader  
floridadd@msn.com  
 
CFO Patti ONeill-Esposito  
ewmacfo@gmail.com  
 
VP of Operations Region A (South East)  
Don & Rhonda Weed donweed.ewma@gmail.com  
 
VP of Safety Ride Coordinators Bill & Cheryl Smith  
ewma.vp.src@gmail.com  
 
VP of Finance Randall and Janet Drake  
ewmafinance@gmail.com  
 
VP of Special Operations Ray & Sandi Garris 
 raygarris@gmail.com  
 
Director of Info & Technology Mike Melton  
meltong@homesc.com  
 
Director of Marketing Don & Rhonda Weed  

mailto:gwrra.sc.map@gmail.com
mailto:buddykimsum@gmail.com
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Thank you for  a successful Vets Ride in 2022 !!! 

 
Happy New Year 

 
We look forward to serving your Goldwing 

Motorcycle needs in 2023!!!! 

 


