
SPARKLE CITY WINGS GAZETTE 

FEBRUARY2023 

SPARKLE CITY WINGS Gathers on the First Tuesday of the Month 

Eat at 6:00 PM, Meet at 7:00PM at the Grapevine Restaurant 

1926 Boiling Springs Road    Boiling Springs, SC 29316 

North from I-85 on Hwy. 9 across from Capri’s and Willie Taco restaurants 



South Carolina District Team Members 

 

SC District Directors   

Don and Rhonda Weed  sc.gwrra@gmail.com   Don 864-304-1291  

Or Rhonda 864-304-1292 

Assistant District Directors  

Jon and Donna Horning   jhorningdistrictmap@gmail.com 

(803) 924-5243 

Assistant District Director 

Melissa Timbs   melscandle2@aol.com 

(571) 437-9580 

District Ride Coordinators  

Curtis and Donna Atkins  email: curtisatkins@wctel.net 

District Ride Coordinator Assistant 

Mike Melton   melting@homesc.com   843-847-1444 

District University Coordinators 

Jimmy and Susan Kruse  kruse199@hotmail.com  864-561-8939 

Senior District Educator  

Rich and Jean Kitco    email: Rich  capn_rich_1@yahoo.com  

Senior District Member Enhancement and Social Coordina-

tors 

Jean  Kitco   inletmagnolia@yahoo.com 

(843) 240-3392 Rich or (843) 222-9606 Jean 

District Treasurer  and COY Coordinators 

Mary and Mike Coral   email: marycoral@aol.com  803-261-0109 

    District Ambassadors 

   Buddy and Kim Summer   buddykimsum@gmail.com 

MFA &  Web Master 

Mike Melton  meltong@homesc.com  843-847-1444 

District Motorist Awareness Coordinators 

Paul and Suzette Wood  paul.gl14800@gmail.com or  

Suzette  dixiesmom58@gmail.com 

District Couple of the Year (COY) 

Mike and Carla Ammons   mike_am@att.net 

 

CHAPTER TEAM MEMBERS 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

Kevin & Mary Brown 

864-680-3468 

864-680-4555 

KbrownGWRRA@outlook.com 

Treasurer 

Janetta Riffenburg 

Chapter Safety Instructor 

Kurt Repsher 

Ride Coordinators 

Position Open 

MEC 

Mike Riffenburg 

Ticket Sales 

Barbara Klepper 

Chapter Photographer 

Mike Smith 

Sunshine Lady  

Sue Repsher 

EWMA 



                EDITORS PAGE 

Whew…..we made it through the Holiday Season yet again. Hopefully one of the guys, 

(you know, Jesus or Santa) brought some joy to your hearts and homes. 

As we move on into February already, maybe we can look forward to a little warmer 

weather. Here’s hoping that the Ground Hog doesn’t see his shadow when he pops his 

head out predicting six more weeks of  winter weather! 

It will soon be Valentine’s Day, plan on getting your sweetie a little something, at least 

dinner and some quality time together. Speaking of Valentine’s Day, we have been invit-

ed to Chapter S (Newberry) to partake in their annual Valentine’s Day Party. Date is the 

11th right before the holiday. This is held at the Whitmire Community Center 122 Glenn 

Street in Whitmire, SC. More details as they arrive. Always a good time, hang out with 

old friends and meet new ones. Games, prizes, eats and more. 

After attending the All Members Forum in Lexington, SC, I have plenty of new and ex-

citing things to discuss with you at our February gathering on the 7th. Newsletter in-

cludes some items already available at the District Goodie Store! 

We have what hopefully will be a large group gathering for a ride on February 25th, 

when many members from other chapters will merge together and enjoy a good ride, 

eats and comraderies with friends both old and new. Chapter K “won” the honors of be-

ing the first host chapter. Each of the 9 chapters in South Carolina will host one of these 

each month. After all if “Fun, Safety and Riding” is EWMA’s motto, then riding is what 

we all look forward to, right?  

 

Still Chapter K’s Sparkle City Wings 

Kevin and Mary Brown 

Senior Chapter Directors 



AWARDS NIGHT AT CHAPTER K 

Janetta R received EWMA Chapter K Treasurer Plaque 

Kurt R. received EWMA  Chapter K Safety and Ride Coordinator Plaque 

Barbara and Randall K. received Perfect Attendance Plaques for 2022 

Kurt and Sue received Perfect Attendance Plaques / our Gathering 



Kurt received 1st Place for High mileage with Plaque, cash prize and special prize, barely 

edging out Dale P. who came in 2nd Place with Plaque and cash prize, It came down to just a 

few miles difference between these two riders! Mike S. picked up 3rd place with Plaque and 

cash prize. Congratulations to everyone and THANK YA, THANK YA MUCH! 

As luck would have it, our normal gathering held each month at the Grapevine 

Restaurant was closed due to water line repairs. We were able to move things 

next door to Pizza Hut and was just fine. 



THINGS YOU NEVER WANT TO SAY TO A BIKER 

Wow, your garage really needed a makeover! 

 It’s like you have another woman out in the gar-
age. 

  You’ll never get ME on that death machine! 

You know, I think you love that motorcycle more 
than you love me. 

You spent HOW MUCH on new pipes for your 
motorcycle? 

I went through your old motorcycle t-shirts and 
gave a whole pile to charity. 

Why would you possibly need another bike? 

Do you ever actually read those bike magazines? 

Let’s just get rid of the motorcycle, and get a car 
we can BOTH enjoy. 

If you didn’t keep wasting all that money on your 
motorcycle, we could actually take a vacation. 

 I want to put the car in the garage… 

I can’t believe I even LET you have a motorcycle. 

       CONTINUED……... 



 

                                                Distracted Riding 
    We hear a lot about distracted driving now days but what about distracted 
riding. There are a lot of things going on out on the highways  and also on our 
motorcycles that we need to pay attention to. We already know about car 
drivers and cell phones and other driver aids. How about all the gadgets and 
rider aids on motorcycles, especially the newer models.  

    When out riding it is very easy to get distracted. We have CB radios and GPS 
units that will draw our attention. Also the motorcycle experience itself lends 
us to take our attention from the road ahead to look at the scenery. In talking 
to other riders many of  us have had close encounters  while riding, often 
times just a glance away from the road can lead to a close encounter with an-
other vehicle or the road edge. 

    Be careful when out riding, increase following distance; three seconds is 
now the recommended following distance. Not only do we need to watch out 
for other distracted drivers we need to work at not being one ourselves. 

 

Richard Kitko 

SC Safety/Ride Coordinator  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Do your friends have to come around here on their 
bikes? 

Don’t you have any t-shirts that are not motorcy-
cle-related? 

Isn’t it time you grew out of motorcycles, and just 
got a car? 

You just want a motorcycle because you’re having 
a mid-life crisis. 

Well, you’ll have to sell the bike when we have 
kids anyway! 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE MONTH 

ANNIVERSARIES FOR THE MONTH 

Let’s all give a big shout out to everyone celebrating their special day!! 

If anyone was missed give a holler to be sure they are put on the list!! 

None for the month! 

 

                  

                               

                                Julie Moon  2/8 

                                Serenity Stewart  2/9 

    Mike Riffenburg  2/10 

    Laura Crouse  2/14 

    Roberta Peavey  2/15 

    Tammy Finch  2/15 



CHEF’S CORNER 
3 cups raw nuts (cashews, almonds, pecans, etc.) 

1 teaspoon salt 

1/2 teaspoon paprika 

1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon black pepper 

1/2 teaspoon allspice 

1/2 teaspoon cayenne, adjust to your heat level 

4 teaspoon light brown sugar 

2 egg whites 

4 teaspoon maple syrup 

 

Preheat oven to 300 degrees 

Mix all spices and sugar together in a bowl 

In a large bowl, whisk the egg whites with the maple syrup until foamy 

Pour the nuts into the bowl and toss well to coat all the nuts 

Pour all but 2 teaspoons of the spice and sugar mix, stir to coat the nuts well 

Pour the nuts onto a sheet pan 

Bake for 15 minutes 

Remove the pan and pour the remaining 2 teaspoons of maple syrup 2 teaspoons of the 

sugar and spice mix. Toss the nuts until well coated 

Bake for another 15 minutes 

Remove the pan and allow to cool. Nuts will become crunchy 



JOKES OF THE MONTH 

 
An engineering student is walking on campus one day when another engineer 
rides up on a shiny new motorcycle. 

 

“Where did you get such a rocking bike?” asked the first. 
 
The second engineer replied “Well, I was walking along yesterday minding my 
own business when a beautiful woman rode up on this bike. She threw the bike 
to the ground, took off all her clothes and said, ‘Take what you want.'” 
 
The first engineer nodded approvingly “Good choice, the clothes probably 
wouldn’t have fit!” 

I got a motorcycle for my wife last week. 

Best. Trade. Ever! 

Beware of a new E-bay scam 
I ordered my wife some expensive jewelry and they sent me motorcycle parts  

 

 

I went to the store the other day. I was only in there for about five minutes, and 
when I came out there was a motorcycle cop writing a parking ticket. So I went 
up to him and said, 'Come on buddy, how about giving a guy a break?' 
 
He ignored me and continued writing the ticket. So I called him a stupid idiot. 
He glared at me and started writing another ticket for having bald tires! 
 
Then I really got angry at him. He finished the second ticket and put it on the 
car with the first. Then he started writing a third ticket! 
 
This went on for about 20 minutes. The more I abused him, the more tickets he 
wrote. I didn't care. My car was parked around the corner. 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

FEB 2ND  GROUND HOG DAY 

FEB 14TH VALENTINE’S DAY 

FEB 20TH PRESIDENT’S DAY 

REGION A EWMA RALLIES 
MARCH 16-18, 2023 EWMA FL DISTRICT RALLY 

“Gathering of Friends for Fun” in Altamonte Springs, FL 

April 20-22,2023    EWMA LA District Rally Mardi-Gras 

“Laissez les Bon Temps Rouler!” in Morgan City, LA 

April 29-30,2023      EWMA TN District Spring Fling 

“Pirates in Tennessee” in Johnson City, TN 

June 1-3, 2023  EWMA SC District Rally 

“Happy Trails Begin at the TR Ranch” in Travelers Rest, SC 

September 15-16, 2023 EWMA GA Fall Mountain Ride & Camp Reunion 

“Guided Mountain Rides & Eating” in Dillard, GA 

September 28-30, 2023 EWMA AL District Rally 

“Western Round-up Boots & Hats” in Eufaula, AL 

October 26-28,2023 EWMA MS District Rally 

“MS Eagle’s 1st” in Biloxi, MS 

EWMA NC WOS District Rally 

Location and Date to be determined  



Helmets……..What do you need to know? 

How to Measure Your Helmet Size 

A properly fitted helmet can play a major role in the outcome of an accident. The first step in finding 
a motorcycle helmet is determining your head size. A helmet that is too big will not protect your 
head as well as a properly fitted helmet. Follow these steps: 

• Wrap a soft measuring tape around your head about a half inch above your eyebrows, above 
your ears and around the back of your head at the largest point. It's best to have assistance 
when measuring. 

• Compare your head size with the specific motorcycle helmet manufacture's size to find a match. 
Each motorcycle helmet manufacture provides different sizing charts for their helmets so you will 
need to compare your helmet size to each brand's sizing. 

• Try the helmet on before using it. The helmet should sit squarely on your head with the top of the 
helmet's eye port just above your eyebrows. A properly fitted motorcycle helmet will not go on 
easy at first but loosen slightly as it is broken in. 

• If the helmet moves or your fingers fit easily between your head and the helmet you'll likely need 
a smaller size. The helmet should fit snug around your head and face with no pressure points. If 
desired, the cheek pads can then be adjusted for better fitting. 

Additionally, you MUST determine your head shape. A perfectly sized helmet may fit snug on one rid-
er but loose or uncomfortable on another. Head shape is just as important as head size. Some man-
ufacturers factor in the following shapes when making their helmets: 

• Long Oval - This shape resembles a more oblong head that is longer front to back and narrow 
side-to-side 

• Intermediate Oval - This shape closely resembles a round head with a shorter front-to-back and 
wider side-to-side than the Long Oval. Most companies make their helmets Intermediate Oval. 

• Round Oval - This shape resembles an oblong head that is longer side-to-side rather than front-
to-back like the Long Oval. 

Helmet shape contributes to overall comfort and safety. A correctly-sized helmet that doesn't fit right 

is cumbersome and does not offer the same protection as a correctly sized and fitted helmet. 

When to replace a helmet? 
Replace a motorcycle helmet after five years or if damaged in a crash or even dropped. 

1. Helmet Shell Material 
What the helmet is made of influences a number of factors including weight, comfort and safety rat-
ing. Polycarbonate, Fiberglass composite and Carbon Fiber compose most helmets with a layer of 
expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam. 

• Polycarbonate - flexes as it absorbs energy (less expensive material) 
• Fiberglass composite - flexes, crushes and splits as it absorbs energy (more expensive) 
• Carbon fiber - distributes energy upon impact (most expensive and lightest) 
EPS - foam material densely compressed into a shock absorbing inner shell 



Several of the reasons we ride….what’s yours? 

PASSION 

Anything that gets your blood racing is probably worth doing. For many bikers riding a mo-

torcycle is not a hobby or need, it’s Passion. All they want in life is to travel to every corner of 

the world on their motorcycle. There is a deep fire in their belly for riding which will make 

them achieve impossible miles, paths & terrains. Bikers will not mind devoting a good 

amount of time and income for their motorcycles. In the hierarchy of needs, for them it’s 

motorcycling that stays on the top. Passion when turned into profession gives birth to cham-

pions like Joey Dunlop, John McGuinness, Giacomo Agostini, Valentino Rossi, Stephane Pe-

terhansel, C.S. Santosh and several other world class champions. Such passion influence bil-

lions around the world creating impressions of a lifetime.  

                                                                             FREEDOM 

Riding a motorcycle gives you a sense of freedom. You are in total control of the moment, 

you are not just riding, you are flying and there are no set limits to stop you. You can travel to 

any place with complete freedom. It lets you be you without anyone’s permission. Just like a 

kid who was always restricted to his space but as soon as he gets on his bicycle, it’s the mo-

ment of freedom, he now breaks those chains and flies through the street on his bicycle with 

the widest smile on his face. 

It might sound like a cliche but it’s true, when on your bike you experience the open air with 

the wind brushing through your face, all the colors around is vivid and vibrant. The sound of 

the motor and the vibration which you feel. The obscured view going on around you. It’s an 

embracement of senses and acts as oxygen to your soul. We just love it, the sheer enjoyment 

of being on a motorcycle.  

        FRIENDSHIP 

Motorcycling is one thing that keeps friends together and it will till the end of times. Every-

body taking out time from their schedule and then going out for a ride is something that you 

will see only in the motorcycling community. The bond of friendship grows deeper when it is 

associated to a motorcycle. Be it a breakfast ride, a night ride or a long road trip, they are al-

ways up for it.  



BROTHERHOOD 

You will meet some of the nicest people on your rides. When you ride a motorcycle you al-

ways wave to each other even when you don’t know each other which is not something car 

drivers do. No matter which motorcycle you are riding nor does it matter from which part of 

the country you belong, there is always the bond of brotherhood that gets motorcyclist to-

gether. They are always there to help each other at any point of time. It makes you less intro-

vert as it is the best way to socialize and know new people during two-wheeled events, in-

cluding bike shows, rallies and other rider get togethers.  

STRESS BUSTER 

Have you ever seen a motorcycle parked outside a psychiatrist’s clinic? We are pretty sure 

the answer you will have is No, because riding a motorcycle takes away all the tension and 

stress, like you have rebooted your system. Riding a motorcycle brings a sense of calm and 

ease to your mind and body, which could be achieved otherwise only through meditation. 

Also, many riders refer to their bike as their therapist, as motorcycles make you feel ener-

gized and refreshed after each ride. It is a therapy, a way of life that helps bind love for a cou-

ple riding together. It lets you have your own space while getting time to forget everything 

that has been bothering you.  

IMPROVES MENTAL HEALTH 

As already stated, it’s a true fact that you never see a motorcycle parked outside a psychia-

trist’s clinic. A riders brain is stimulated and becomes more active while riding a Motorcycle. 

Riding on your motorcycle daily definitely has positive effects on mental and emotional 

health, it helps you with stress reduction, it helps you get out of depression and to flush out 

all your worries. It surely proves to be the best antidepressant in the world which blows the 

cobwebs from your mind. Bikes are magical that they can turn tragedy into triumph.  

IMPROVES PHYSICAL HEALTH 

There is no age bar to ride your motorcycle. We have seen Motorcyclist who say, “82 years 

old. Ride every day, depending on the weather. Only medication, one baby aspirin a day. No 

health issues” and they still aspire to ride for another 100 years, which surely is a source of 

inspiration to us. People suffering from different physical injuries forget their pain when they 

are riding. All of the activities involved in steering a bike, moving it at slow speeds, etc., serve 

to strengthen muscles in the abdomen and also helps you with, healthier, stronger knees and 

thighs. You burn calories while setting up things before a ride or while pampering your  



 
motorcycle with a wash. It requires effort while riding to maintain balance, shift, brake, 

control the clutch, battle headwinds, etc. which ultimately burns a lot of calories and also 

strengthens those muscles.  

FUN 

All of you would agree to the fact that, Motorcycles are fun to ride. There is a lot of enter-

tainment filled within it that awaits you to get it out. You can pull those amazing wheelies 

or stoppies by just playing with the throttle. It can make you fly in the air on those humps 

or make your kiss the road on those curves. Motorcycles gets the best out of you by making 

you an ape while performing the ape hanger or by making you an acrobat while performing 

the Hyperskin, Switchback. Christ or De activator. We all know that smoking is injurious to 

health but not when it is coming out of a burn out, which gets us to the fact that, no biking 

event is complete without the smoky burnout.  

CHICKS DIG BIKES 

The pull on the throttle is directly proportional to how hot a chick is — this is a generic ap-

proach of most of the motorcyclists, who would rev hard when they see a chick digging at 

their motorcycle. Chicks don’t care who hides under the leather suit, but they sure do dig 

motorcycles. They might complain about motorcyclists who behave as hooligans, but deep 

down they would admire a motorcycle when it passes by, in fact, chicks find motorcyclists 

hot. It definitely inspires many girls to ride motorcycles and we do want to see an increase 

in the number of lady riders, so go ahead and be that source of inspiration.  

TRUE LOVE 

Have you ever noticed that the motorcyclists will always have a gender to their bike? Guys 

will refer to their machine as “She” and lady riders refer to their bike as “He”. It’s because 

the relationship between a bike and its owners is not about ownership but about love. Mo-

torcyclist get committed into a serious relationship with their motorcycle and it so happens 

that the motorcyclist would choose a motorcycle over their lover. There is a romance be-

tween them, with all the selfies that they take with the bike and update statuses on social 

media every now and then. So think twice before asking a motorcyclist to 

stop riding his bike! We have warned you.  



Tuck Away Those Shoelaces 
If you have ever ridden with sneakers, you might have experienced that awful 
sinking feeling when your lace gets hooked on the foot peg. If you ride in 
sneakers or shoes with long laces, it is crucial that you build a habit of tucking 
in your laces, it will almost certainly save you from a low speed tip-over one 

day.  

 
 
 
 
 
Always Put Your Left Foot Down 
Make a habit 
of shifting 
some of your 

weight to the left as you come to a stop, that 
will force you onto the left foot, so your right 
foot can stay planted on the foot brake, 
warning those behind you that you are in-
deed there and don’t want to be killed.  

 
 
Get A First Aid Kit 
Not all of us will have this one, but we should. There are pretty small versions 
of this out there, but another option 
is just doing a little copying.  

 



Some items to pass along from Jan. 21st ALL members Forum 

 EWMA Website = ewma-sc.org Check it out! It’s growing all the time 

 There were 103 EWMA people at this celebration 

 Judy Stone, whom most of you remember has had by-pass surgery. Keep her in your 

thoughts and prayers 

 Rich Kitco and John Wood were involved in a recent collision. Both are OK, more damage 

was done to their pride and bikes (although not too extensive) then them personally  

 Rhonda Weed is “temporarily” running the Goodie Store. Can you step up and help? 

 As stated earlier, each SC chapter will host a ride. This can be anywhere that chapter 

leads the group at their choosing. Should be some different ideas and destinations. It 

may be simply to a restaurant, to a historical point, a museum or other type of adven-

ture. This will always be the 4th Saturday of the months from February to October 

 The Traveling Plaque has been put on hold, at least for now 

 The Hot Potato has also been put on hold, at least for now 

 With the demise of GWRRA, there shows a lot of promise that things will go differently, 

in a more fun way. Riding is one of the main focal points, hence the chapter ride men-

tioned above. I believe a lot of the “red tape” and politics that I have experienced and 

heard others discuss will be kept out of the newly formed  EWMA organization 

 There is a Goodie Store that Rhonda Weed is handling for now. There were hats, pins, 

patches, rockers, buttons and keychains available and are available by contacting Rhonda 

Weed. Good prices as you can see below: 

10” Oval patch (black and gold) $9 

10” Rockers (South Carolina)   $7 

4” EWMA SC patch (red and white) $4 

Small acrylic pins $2 

Small buttons $1 

Medium buttons $2 

Key chains $3 

Hats in 3 different colors $15 



 

COME ON, GO FOR A RIDE, EAT IN 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS, MEET OLD 

FRIENDS AND MAYBE MEET NEW 

ONES! 



Me accepting Chapter Charter Documentation and Chapter Director Documentation as well! 

Better believe it! 



How to Prepare Yourself and Your 
Motorcycle for a Group Ride 

Plan and Share the Route 

If you’re setting up the ride, put some thought into route planning. Take care to avoid con-
struction, and plan out frequent stops to keep everyone rested and together. RIDE COM-
MAND GPS navigation is a fantastic tool to organize your ride and get everyone on the same 
page. It's available onboard select Indian Motorcycle models with RIDE COMMAND or as an 
app. It allows you to plan a route, set up waypoints and share the route with everyone 
ahead of time. You can even set up a Group Ride so you can track fellow riders if you get 
separated.  

Expect the Sun, Prepare for Storms 

When group riding, it’s important to keep an eye on weather forecasts for the day of the 
ride. Cut rides short or reschedule if storms are expected. Those pre-planned waypoints can 
also be great places to take cover if something unexpected pops up. Make sure the group 
knows the plan for bad weather so you don’t get separated.  

What to Bring 

The type of motorcycle you ride will affect what you can bring on your group adventure. 
A bagger is going to offer more room to stow a change of clothing if the sky opens up on 
you, or some rain gear if you plan to motor through a light drizzle. You can even plan multi-
day group rides with a little larger bike under you, with extra racks and storage. A cell 
phone is also essential for each rider these days. Make sure everyone has each other’s 
number. And don’t forget to stow some water in a packable soft-sided cooler  

Meet with the Group Before the Ride 

Whether you’re planning the ride or are along for the ride, it’s important for the 
group to meet up ahead of time to go over the plan. Everyone should know the 
route, what the planned stops are and what to do if a rider gets separated from the 
group. Everyone should also know who the leader is and who the sweep rider is. 
  
Lead rider — sets the pace and knows the entire route—usually one of the most 
experienced riders in the group. The group leader is also responsible for keeping 
the pack from rubber banding, which happens when a lead rider increases speed 
too fast without notice and each successive trailing rider must go even faster to try 
to close the gap with the group. 

https://www.indianmotorcycle.com/en-us/baggers/
https://www.indianmotorcycle.com/en-us/shop/accessories/luggage-racks/


 

Sweep rider — brings up the rear, watches out for riders in need of assistance and is respon-
sible for protecting the group from behind. The last rider should also be one of the more 
seasoned riders in the group and may carry supplies for first aid or repairs in case of break-
downs.  

Group Riding Etiquette (Staggered or Single File) 

Proper staggered formation, as shown in the diagram above, provides everyone 
with a clear space in front of them and to their side. With this approach, you have 
enough time to react to the rider directly ahead of you and enough space to the side 
if you must swerve around road debris or a large pothole, without affecting riders to 
your side. 
  
When turning, riders may appear to take more of a single-file formation, with each 
rider taking their turn in order. Group riders may also adopt a single-file formation on 
roads with a lot of curves or switchbacks or during inclement weather. 

Lost or Missing Rider 

Your pre-ride meeting should establish what happens if someone goes missing or gets sepa-
rated. Establish a communication plan for letting the group know a rider is no longer with 
the group. The missing rider should also know the communication plan if they get lost or 
drop off. The sweep rider is responsible for supporting any rider who drops from the pack.  

A little preparation can go a long way toward making a group ride a memorable experience. 
Keep in mind, group rides are not for everyone. If you’re more of a solo rider who likes to 
set your own pace, then embrace it and be you. But if you’re looking for a little comradery 
among close friends, or a chance to meet new people who love to ride as much as you do, 
then you might want to give a 
group ride a try.  



                                       WIND CHILL & HOW TO OFFSET ITS EFFECT 

 

WHAT IS “WIND CHILL” – REALLY? 

A cold wind can chill you to the bone, no doubt – but what does "wind chill" really mean, 

and is it even an accurate concept?  The real answer might surprise you…  The term has be-

come so commonplace that some people ignore the actual temperature and go straight for 

the wind-chilled "effective" temperature.  Wind chill does have the ability to make you feel 

colder than the ambient temperature, but only under certain really (or never) met condi-

tions. 

 

HOW IS WIND CHILL CALCULATED? 

Calculating the wind chill starts with a known, measurable temperature, and then an attempt 

is made to determine the “perception” of cold.  Wind chill is in fact only an approximation of 

a feeling, and a very rough one at that.  Another problem is that it’s “calculated” by how it 

might feel on bare human skin.  I’m pretty sure that most people put on extra clothing when 

they get cold, which then cancels out the “wind chill factor”.  Not only does clothing nullify 

the “wind chill factor”, but the effect of wind chill is also reduced when there’s anything that 

blocks wind from reaching you – like the windshield or fairing on your bike, standing behind 

a building, etc.  Still not convinced?  When I’m on a racetrack on a cool day at almost 200 

mph, my tires will be around 150°, and I’ll be sweating as if it was raining on the inside of my 

helmet! 

 

SO, DOES THIS MEAN WIND CHILL DOESN'T EXIST? 

Well not really...  Anyone who's been caught in the cold without having the right gear can tell 

you that the faster you ride, the colder you’ll feel; however, the cold affects people in differ-

ent ways.  Personally, I’m quite the wimp when the mercury drops.  Sure, I’ve ridden several 

times in double-digits below zero (when we lived in the northeast), but that was definitely 

not without my heated gear, and good protection, compliments of the huge Honda-potamus 

Gold Wing fairing.  My point is not that it doesn't exist at all, but only that it's far from exact 

and usually grossly exaggerated. 

“The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in people who are trustworthy.” (Proverbs 

12:22) 



 

THEN WHY DO WE HEAR SO MUCH ABOUT WIND CHILL?! 

Both wind chill, as well as heat index numbers do influence the way we feel, but both exist 

throughout the year, and yet we never hear about wind chill in the summer, or heat index in the 

winter.  Doesn’t a fan cool you off in the summer heat?  That’s summer “wind chill”.  While 

standing outside in the winter cold, aren’t you warmer if you stand in direct sunlight?  That’s 

winter “heat index”.  My guess is that we hear so much about it in forecasts for two reasons: (#1) 

Weather forecasters love to report drama, and (#2) It boosts ratings – because of #1. 

 

HOW TO STAY WARM ON A MOTORCYCLE: 

#1) Since riding a motorcycle doesn't usually involve much physical activity, your body isn't doing 
much to generate its own heat.  Do all you can to retain the heat you do have and flex your 
muscles to keep your blood circulating. 
#2) Stop to use the rest room more often.  Not only do you get the warmth benefit from being 
inside for a moment, but when you hold it in, your body is also using up some of your energy to 
do that, which leaves less energy to help keep you warm.  “Discretion will protect you, and 
understanding will guard you.” (Proverbs 2:11) 
#3) Layering is critical to safer motorcycle riding, especially if you don’t have heated gear – which 
is my personal preference since it plugs it into the bike, and the temperature is controlled using a 
dial.  Since you won’t need to layer-up as much, you’ll also have better dexterity, and more 
flexibility which translates to greater riding safety (faster reaction times etc.). 
#4) Wear good quality gear with tightly sewn, or sealed seams.  You can also break out your rain 
gear to help with blocking the wind, as well as staying dry. 
 
Ride safe.  Stay warm.  Be blessed.  And be a blessing to others. 
 

 

<t>< 
God bless you with His Most Amazing Grace, 
Kurt Repsher 
 

 

 

 

 

 




